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Media Coverage Report

Breakthrough Achieved in 3! Mountain Tunnel in Palghar
District, Maharashtra for Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train
Project dated 274 June 2026
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BULLET TRAIN PROJECT CHARGES AHEAD

The Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train project has
achieved its fourth mountain tunnel breakthrough

in Palghar district completed on Monday. The
breakthrough is the third achieved in Maharashtra
within the last five months and leaves just four of
the project’s eight mountain tunnels awaiting
completion. Manthan K Mehta reports

with excavation of the 417-metre-long MT-07 tunnel &&= ;

3RD MOUNTAIN TUNNEL CRACKED IN 5 MONTHS
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Officials said the breakthrough was achieved at Ambesari village in Dahanu taluka. express

MAJOR MILESTONE

Bullet train project achieves 3rd
tunnel breakthrough in Palghar

Dheeraj Mishra
New Delhi, June2

THE MUMBAI-AHMEDABAD
High Speed Rail (MAHSR) corri-
dor-India'sfirst Bullet train pro-
ject-achieved abreakthrough in
its third mountain tunnel - and
fourth tunnel overall — in Palg-
harFriday. This marks the major
milestone since the tunnels are
among the critical stretches of
the 508-km corridor.

Atunnel breakthroughisthe
pointor momentwhenatunnel
beingexcavated frombothends
finally connects, marking the
completion of a critical work.

Of the 508-km length of the
bullettrain project, tunnelscom-
prise 274 km. Of these, 21 km
make up the underground tun-
nelswhilethetotallength of sur-
face tunnels is 6.4 km. Surface
tunnelsinclude eight mountain
tunnels, seven of which are in
Maharashtra's Palghar (6.05km)
while one is in Gujarat (350
meters).

The mountain tunnel no. 7
(MT-7) is located between Vapi

and Boisar stations and it is 417
meterslongand 14 meterswide.

Officials said that the break-
through was achieved at Ambe-
sari village in Dahanu taluka of
Palghar district.

"The excavation was carried
out using the controlled drilling
and blasting method from both
ends. Advanced monitoring
systems and geotechnical in-
struments were deployed
throughout the excavation pro-
cess to ensure structural stabil-
ity and safety," said an official of
National High Speed Rail Cor-
poration Limited (NHSRCL),
theimplementingagency ofthe
project.

The official furthersaid that
Real-time monitoring systems,
including Surface Settlement
Points (SSP), 3D targets, strain
gauges, and seismographs were
installed for continuous moni-
toring of vibrations, tunnel be-
haviour, and nearby structures
during excavation activities.

Earlier the breakthrough on
mountain tunnel no8and 6was
achieved between Vapiand Boi-

sar stations.

Officials said that other
mountain tunnels like MT-04
has achieved nearly 60% prog-
ress, MT-03 hascrossed 80%ex-
cavation progress and MT-02 &
MT-01are progressing steadily.

AsofMarch 2026, the project
achieved 68.19% physical prog-
ressin Gujaratand 40.66% prog-
ressin Gujarat. The firstsection
of the bullet train project from
Surat to Bilimora in Gujarat is
scheduled tobe ready by August
15,2027. The entire 508-km pro-
ject is expected to be completed
by December 2029.
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Bullet’s 3rd tunnel breakthrough
The Mumbai-Ahmedabad Bullet Train Project achieved a milestone with the
breakthrough of its third mountain tunnel, a 417mt structure at Ambesari
village in Dahanu taluka. The 14.4mt-wide tunnel was excavated by controlled

drilling and blasting, with monitoring systems and safety measures ensuring
worker safety during construction.
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Work on the third mountain tunnel of the bullet train project completed
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Punyanagari, Mumbai, 03/06/2026
Page No: 4, Size: 28.65cm x 17.04cm

Breakthrough of third tunnel in Palghar district completed
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Pudhari, Mumbai, 03/06/2026
Page No: 3, Size: 27.09cm x 12.28cm

The tunneling of the third mountain tunnel of the bullet train is complete.
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Maharashtra Times, Mumbai, 03/06/2026
Page No: 13, Size: 26.64cm x 17.99cm

Third tunnel completed in five months
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Navrashtra, Mumbai, 03/06/2026
Page No: 2, Size: 25.00cm x 17.54cm

Mumbai-Ahmedabad bullet train gets speed
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Lokmat, Mumbai, 03/06/2026
Page No: 7, Size: 17.28cm % 30.77cm

Mumbai-Ahmedabad 'Bullet Train' accelerates; excavation of
third mountain tunnel complete
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